symposia of this calibre at a meeting with open membership.
The speed of publication of this book is good but not exceptional. However, the cost is unduly high, bearing in mind its wide appeal. More thought should perhaps be given to the balance between cost and elegance in publication; and to the virtue of advance subscription lists for important publications to avoid the need for a high cost to cover the risk of financial loss. Considerable interest has been shown in bile biochemistry over the last ten years. While much effort has been expended on defining the relationship of cholesterol to bile salts and phospholipids in bile, accurate measurements of the other constituents in bile have not been ignored. For methodological reasons satisfactory definition of the quantity and nature of the biliary proteins has not been achieved. The monograph of Charles Dive will be welcomed for presenting in depth what is known in this field. The text 'is divided into three sections: Part 1 deals with the quantitative estimation of the biliary proteins and includes a new technique for measuring proteins in bile; Part 2 discusses the qualitative aspects of biliary proteins; and in Part 3 there is speculation on the origin of the bile proteins and the mechanism of hepatic secretion. This monograph will appeal to those particularly involved with bile biochemistry, and though the theories may not find general acceptance it contains, nonetheless, a great deal of valuable information. The bibliography is comprehensive up to 1968.
IAN A D BOUCHIER
Sjogren's Syndrome by Martin A Shearn MD FACP pp x + 262 illustrated £4-90 Philadelphia &c.: WB Saunders 1971 This monograph is the second volume of a series on 'Major Problems in Internal Medicine'. Its avowed aim is to bring together under one cover the diverse contributions from several disciplines that are concerned in the diagnosis, management and investigation of Sjogren's syndrome. It succeeds remarkably well in presenting an up-todate account of the ocular, oral, rheumatic and systemic manifestations of the syndrome, so that specialists from one field will encounter no difficulties in understanding and following the progress made in another field. Indeed, the major contribution of the monograph to medical literature is that it crosses specialist boundaries. There are useful and yet brief sections on the anatomy and physiology of the eye and the salivary glands and the pathology is well described and illustrated. There is even an illustrated chapter on the history of Sjogren's syndrome, and in the foreword Dr Lloyd Smith alludes to a not too infrequent problem in medical history when he states that 'in the caprice of medical history, it was not the Mikulicz priority but the Sjogren scholarship which prevailed in the nomenclature of the disease'.
The laboratory, and particularly immunological, features of the syndrome are dealt with critically and a section is devoted to discussing current concepts on the pathogenesis of the syndrome. It is creditable to the author and publishers that the references which total 579 are brought sufficiently up to date to include those of 1970 and many 'in press'. The chapter on treatment illustrates the oft-encountered frustrations in management of patients with this syndrome; nevertheless, it does not succeed entirely in giving positive advice to the clinician.
This book serves a very useful purpose in gathering information from several specialties. It is lucid, well written and reasonable in size, so that anyone interested in Sj6gren's syndrome will find it invaluable.
THOMAS LEHNER The Significance ofPhysical Signs in Medicine by Peter Mills FRCP pp viii + 98 £2-25 London: HKLewis 1971 This short new book is designed to broaden the clinical horizons of mature medical students. Students often pause once they have found an abnormality on physical examination and the sensible aim of this book is to lead the reader on to consider the wider significance of the signs he has elicited. The first chapter especially, describing the wide range of information that can be gained from general observation of the patient, conveys the aim clearly. The author's clinical experience and acumen are apparent as he shows the line of thought that should logically follow the finding of any abnormal physical sign. Unfortunately much of the rest of the book is in the form of lists, which interrupts the fluency of the style and makes reading more difficult.
The appeal of the book may be limited by the fact that there is no explanation of the elicitation of physical signs for the undergraduate, yet the lists are not sufficiently comprehensive for postgraduates studying for higher examinations. Nevertheless, the book offers students an interesting insight into the thought processes of an experienced clinician.
